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HONORING PACIFIC CONSERV-
ATORY OF THE PERFORMING
ARTS

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the Pacific Conservatory of the Per-
forming Arts (PCPA) located at Allan Hancock
College in Santa Maria, California.

During its 50 years, PCPA has become a
nexus of artistic talent on the Central Coast.
Over the course of that time it has nurtured
thousands of students and provided an oasis
for patrons of the arts.

Founded in 1964 by Donovan Marley, the
newly formed company quickly gained local
support, and in 1965 Santa Maria voters ap-
proved $1 million in funding to build the Per-
forming Arts Center building on the Allan Han-
cock college campus. It was eventually named
the Marian Theatre, after Allan Hancock’s
wife, Marian Hancock. In the summer of 1974,
an outdoor theater was constructed in just 58
days to host outdoor summer performances in
Solvang, CA. Decades later, these venues
continue to put on incredible performances for
Central Coast residents.

The heritage of PCPA, however, is not just
in landmark buildings, but in the cultural leg-
acy that it has provided for generations. In
fact, many of the nation’s greatest actors had
their beginnings at PCPA and its alumni in-
clude Academy Award winners Robin Wil-
liams, Kathy Bates, and Mercedes Ruehl.

Many of us on the Central Coast remember
our first experience at a PCPA performance,
and | know that it will continue to delight us
with its excellence for years to come. | ap-
plaud the PCPA for its years of dedication to
bringing the performing arts to the Central
Coast with an unmatched level of quality, pas-
sion, and talent. Congratulations on fifty years
of excellence.

RECOGNIZING MR. WALTER TOOLE

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
a privilege to recognize my good friend Mr.
Walter Toole for his receipt of the 2013
Danniel J. Petro Bright Future of West Orange
award. This award is given “in recognition of
entrepreneurial tenacity and steadfast deter-
mination that facilitate opportunity through in-
vestment in community and lifelong relation-
ships that keep our future bright.”

Walter and his wife, Patricia, purchased the
historic Bray Hardware store in 1983. Over the
past 30 years, the Toole family has expanded
their business and opened numerous stores
across Central Florida. The company con-

centrates its business locally, and its remark-
able growth continues to strengthen the local
economy and provide employment for hard-
working Floridians. | am a long-time customer
of Toole’s Ace Hardware, and have experi-
enced first-hand the exceptional service that
characterizes the Toole family stores.

| am pleased to congratulate Walter on re-
ceiving the 2013 Bright Future of West Orange
award, and | thank him for his dedication to
the Central Florida community.

CONGRATULATING THE GLMV
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 2014
MEMBER RECOGNITION AWARD
RECIPIENTS

HON. BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to honor a select group
of business leaders who make our commu-
nities strong. lllinois’s Tenth District has a long
tradition of business innovation and excel-
lence, and year after year more business add
to that legacy.

Each year, the Green Oaks, Libertyville,
Mundelein and Vernon Hills (GLMV) Chamber
of Commerce recognizes a few exceptional in-
dividuals for achieving success in the business
world and for practicing good citizenship in
and for the community.

It is my great honor to congratulate the re-
cipients of the GLMV 2014 Member Recogni-
tion Dinner Awards:

Entrepreneur of the Year: Alexa and Seth
Holzwarth of LexiWynn; Restaurateur of the
Year: Scott Fine of Fine’s; Community Service
Award: Dr. Robert Rosenberg of Advocate
Condell Medical Center; Civic Leadership
Award: Sedrik Newbern of Phoenix Insurance;
Member of the Year: Brian Logsdon of Corner
Bakery Cafe; Volunteer of the Year: Lars Ras-
mussen of World Financial Group. Distin-
guished Service Award: Don Peterson of Mar-
keting and Sales Services.

These noteworthy award recipients embody
the hardworking, forward-thinking and commu-
nity-oriented spirit that makes the Tenth Dis-
trict of lllinois such a special place.

Their leadership and success exemplify a
model for their fellow businesses, and | con-
gratulate them on receiving these distinctions.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate
and thank the GLMV Chamber of Commerce
for everything it does. Local businesses are
the foundation of our communities, and the
GLMV Chamber of Commerce is dedicated to
keeping those foundations strong.

THE PASSING OF DR. THOMAS
LUMSDEN

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 4, 2014

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, my
district lost a cherished member of our med-
ical community when Dr. Thomas Lumsden
passed away on January 17, 2014. “Dr.
Tom’s” life of service touched thousands of
families in Northeast Georgia, and he will be
dearly missed.

Dr. Tom was born in Nacoochee Valley on
May 20, 1925. His strong work ethic was evi-
dent from an early age, as he graduated the
valedictorian of Nacoochee High School in
1942. Five years later, he married India Dyer
Lumsden while studying at the Emory Univer-
sity School of Medicine, from which he grad-
uated in 1949. After completing an internship
at Atlanta’s Grady Hospital, he served in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps at Regensburg, Ger-
many for two years. Dr. Tom then worked as
the assistant resident in general surgery at At-
lanta’s VA Hospital from 1952 to 1953 before
returning to Northeast Georgia.

Dr. Tom established his family practice in
Helen in 1953, and became an organizing
partner of the Habersham Medical Group in
Clarkesville two years later. Focused on sur-
gery and obstetrics, and Dr. Tom delivered
more than 4,000 babies over the course of
nearly four decades on staff at Habersham
County Medical Center. Remarkably, for more
than 30 young families, Dr. Tom had delivered
mother or father—or both—and delivered their
children years later. He continued his service
even after retiring from his practice in 1993,
working part time as a medical staff member
at the Lee Arrendale State Prison.

In addition to his practice, Dr. Tom served
as president of the Habersham County Med-
ical Society, president of the Ninth District
Medical Society, chairman of the Medical As-
sociation of Georgia’s Rural Health Com-
mittee, and on the American Medical Associa-
tion’s Council on Rural Health. He became a
Fellow of the American Academy of Family
Practice in 1972 and was named Physician of
the Year by the Medical Association of Geor-
gia. He was a charter member and Fellow of
the American Academy of Family Physicians.

Dr. Tom’s civic involvement extended well
beyond the medical community. He served as
Mayor of Helen, Councilman for the city of
Clarkesville, and Assistant Scout Master for
Boy Scout Troup 5. Dr. Tom and his family
joined  First  Presbyterian  Church  of
Clarkesville in 1955, and over the years he
served that body as an Elder, Sunday school
teacher, and pastoral search committee mem-
ber. He helped form the first EMS service in
Clarkesville and trained first responders in the
Clarkesville Fire Department. An avid histo-
rian, Dr. Tom was an authority on local history
and archeology. He even published a book,
“Nacoochee Valley, Its Times and Its Places,”
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